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LIST OF IDIOMS WITH THE VERB 

SHOW 

 

idiom meaning example 

show of hands raise your hand to vote/answer a 
question 

What is the capital of Peru? I’ll have a show of 
hands please. 

show one’s face attend an event/make an appearance  This is the first time Walker has shown his face 
this season, what an appearance it was. 

show one’s true 
colours 

reveal your real thoughts, behaviour, 
feelings, intentions etc. 

The new girl soon showed her true colours by 
breaking into the company safe. 

show someone the 
door 

order someone to leave a place/job I was too drunk last night, they showed me the 
door before midnight. 

show someone the 
ropes 

teach someone how to do a particular 
job/task/activity 

I’ve spent three weeks showing her the ropes 
but she’s still useless. 

 

  

  


