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LIST OF IDIOMS WITH THE VERB 

LOOK 

 

idiom meaning example 

don’t look a gift horse 
in the mouth 

don’t be ungrateful, graciously accept 
gifts 

I know you shouldn't look a gift horse in the 
mouth, but I really can’t accept £500. 

look a picture of 
health 

appear very fit/healthy Granny didn’t look a picture of health, I think 
she’s getting worse. 

look a state look horrible/awful Andrew’s wife looks a state, she used to be 
model material. 

look after/out for 
number one 

put your own needs before the needs 
of others 

I don’t care what anyone else thinks. I’m looking 
out for number one from now on. 

look like a million 
dollars 

look amazing My girlfriend looked like a million dollars, so I 
proposed, and she accepted. 

look over one’s 
shoulder 

be afraid that someone might do 
something bad to you 

You’d better keep looking over your shoulder, 
one of these days I’m going to get you. 

look someone square 
in the eye 

look at someone directly He looked me square in the eye and told me he 
was sleeping with my girlfriend. 

look the part dressed appropriately for the 
occasion 

My baby looks the part in his Army uniform. He 
looks so grown up. 

look what the cat 
dragged in 

imply someone who has just arrived 
looks bad or you don’t like them 

Look what the cat dragged in. Do you 
remember her? It’s that witch who lives on 
Southmead. 

 

 

 

 

  


